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PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  

 
Project Title: California Health Care Facility Stockton 

Lead Agency: California Prison Health Care Receivership (CPR) (under the Federal Receivership for 
the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) medical care 
system) 

CEQA Project Manager 
Laura Sainz  
URS/Bovis Lend Lease Joint Venture 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA  95834 
Phone: (916) 779-6409 
Email: laura.sainz@ursblljv.com 

Project Location: The 144.2-acre project site (APNs 181-100-07, 181-100-11, 181-150-02, 181-150-11 and 
181-150-12) is located at 7650 South New Castle Road in unincorporated San Joaquin 
County. The project site is located on the grounds of the Northern California Youth 
Correctional Center (NCYCC). 

CEQA Requirement: This Notice of Preparation is intended to satisfy the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act, (CEQA), (Public Resources code, Division 13, Section 
21000-21177), and the State CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations, Title 14, 
Section 15000-15387). 

Potential Approvals Required: 

The following agencies may have jurisdiction over elements of the proposed project: 

► U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

► U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

► Federal Aviation Administration 

► California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

► California Department of Transportation 

► California Division of the State Architect  

► California Department of Toxic Substance Control 

► California Department of Fish and Game 
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► California Department of Public Health 

► State Water Resources Control Board 

► Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

► Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

► San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District  

► San Joaquin County 

► San Joaquin County Council of Governments 

► City of Stockton 

PROJECT NEED 

In April 2001, a class action lawsuit, Plata v. Schwarzenegger, was filed by prison inmates against the State of 
California contending that the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) was in violation 
of the Eighth (prohibits cruel and unusual punishment) and Fourteenth (right to due process and equal protection) 
Amendments to the United States Constitution by providing inadequate medical care to prison inmates. In the 
Plata case, the federal courts found that the current state of prison infrastructure does not support a 
constitutionally adequate level of health care. Similar findings have been issued in several other cases since 2001, 
including the Coleman case relative to mental health care, the Perez case relative to dental care, and the 
Armstrong case relative to CDCR’s disabled inmates. In response to the Plata case, in 2005 a U.S. District court 
placed the California prison health care system in receivership. In justifying this decision, U.S. District Court 
Judge Thelton Henderson pointed to the uncontested fact that, on average, one California inmate dies every six to 
seven days because of constitutional deficiencies in the State prison health care system. California’s prison 
medical delivery system is now administered by the California Prison Receiver (CPR or the Receiver). The CPR 
is charged with creating a system where prison custody and health care staff together can guarantee that inmates’ 
access to health care and services in California prisons meets constitutional standards.  

In order to fulfill the court’s mandate, new correctional health care facilities must be constructed statewide. The 
CPR has identified the need to construct new health care facilities that, in total, will provide approximately 5,000 
medical and 5,000 mental health patient beds. Therefore, at this time, the CPR is planning to build up to seven 
CPR health care facilities. The facilities will be built throughout the state, with consideration given to proximity 
to patient demand. Furthermore, locations must be near larger urban areas to help guarantee access to a qualified 
pool of skilled professionals, such as nurses, doctors, teachers and administrative staff. Therefore, a site within the 
existing Northern California Youth Correctional Center (NCYCC) near Stockton has been identified as a potential 
location for an approximately 1,800-bed health care facility. 

In accordance with CEQA, the CPR will serve as the lead agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) to evaluate the environmental effects associated with the construction and operation of a new health 
care facility at the project site. The proposed health care facility will include building space for administrative and 
clinical functions and housing for the patients. The EIR will identify the significant adverse environmental 
impacts of the project and require the adoption of all feasible mitigation measures or alternatives to avoid or 
substantially reduce the project’s significant impacts to the extent feasible. In accordance with Section 15082 of 
the CEQA Guidelines, CPR has prepared this Notice of Preparation to provide responsible and trustee agencies 
and other interested parties with information describing the project and the issue areas that will be evaluated in the 
EIR. 
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Regional Location Exhibit 1 
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PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING 

The 144.2-acre project site is within the NCYCC located at 7650 South Newcastle Road in unincorporated central 
San Joaquin County. The Stockton city limit is located approximately 1/3-mile north of the site (Exhibit 2). South 
Newcastle Road currently provides direct access to the NCYCC facilities, and SR 99, located approximately 1.5 
miles west of the site, provides regional access.  

The NCYCC is developed with a total of four youth correctional facilities: N.A Chaderjian, O.H. Close, Dewitt 
Nelson, and Karl Holton youth correctional facilities (Exhibit 3). The N.A Chaderjian facility was designed for 
600-ward capacity, with the remaining three facilities each designed for 400-ward capacity for a total capacity of 
1,800 wards at NCYCC. Of these, Karl Holton facility was closed in 2003. The three youth correctional facilities 
that are currently operational together house approximately 450 wards. The Dewitt Nelson facility is expected to 
close July 2008. In addition, there is an existing state-owned correctional training center, the Richard A. McGee 
Correctional Training Center Annex (CTCA), formerly the Northern California women’s Facility (CTCA) located 
on Arch Road adjacent to NCYCC. As a separate project, CDCR plans to convert the CTCA facility into an adult 
male re-entry facility. The purpose of the Northern California Re-Entry Facility (NCRF) is to provide counseling, 
services, job training, and housing placement services for a maximum of 500 inmates who are a year or less from 
their release date. The approved Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for NCRF is available 
online at the following website: http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Reports_Research/Environmental/index.html. 

The final IS/MND is also available by contacting:  

Nancy MacKenzie, Senior Environmental Planner 
Environmental Planning Unit 
Facility Planning, Construction and Management Division 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
9838 Old Placerville Road, Suite B 
Sacramento, CA 94283-0001 
Phone (916) 255-2159  
Fax (916) 255-3030  

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED FACILITIES 

CPR proposes to construct a sub-acute medical care facility on the project site with up to 1,800-beds. The facility 
would consist of housing clusters, diagnostic and treatment centers, an armory, warehousing and support facilities, a 
central plant, outdoor recreation fields, a gatehouse, a regional production kitchen, staff training facilities and 
parking areas. A lethal electrified fence (e-fence) would surround the secured area, a vehicle sally port would be 
incorporated into the fencing, and guard towers, at a minimum, would be located at each corner and at the vehicle 
sally port. The project also includes exterior lighting. Parking would be provided for staff and visitors.  

Improvements to the existing dry utilities infrastructure (electrical, phone, gas, etc.) and roads, and water, wastewater, 
and drainage infrastructure would be constructed to meet facility demands. An electrical substation may be required on 
site. The project will require extension of on-and off-site infrastructure to the project site, including new groundwater 
wells if feasible, or water pipelines that would connect to an existing City of Stockton water line located northwest of 
the site in Arch Road. A regional drainage flow bisects the site and would need to be realigned. 

Between 15 and 25 patients are anticipated to check into and out of the facility each week, although during the 
start-up period of the facility the number of patients checking in is anticipated to be much higher.  

The proposed medical care facility would employ up to 1,890 staff working around the clock over several different 
shifts with the highest number of staff working between 2 pm and 10 pm. Total daily staffing would be less than the 
total number of persons hired. The facility would operate 24 hours per day/7days per week, and therefore staff would 
rotate among the various shifts and days of operation. Approximately 75 to 100 visitors are anticipated per day.  
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Source: EDAW 2008 

 
Site Vicinity and Topographic Map Exhibit 2 
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Source: EDAW 2008 

 
Site Vicinity Aerial Map Exhibit 3 
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DEMOLITION, REMEDIATION, AND PROJECT CONSTRUCTION 

The proposed project would replace the former Karl Holton Youth Correctional Facility on the site. The existing 
facility is closed; therefore there would be no issues related to ward and/or employee relocation. All structures 
associated with the existing youth correctional facilities would be demolished, and trees may be removed.  

Additionally, remediation activities are anticipated to remove soils on portions of the project site that show 
elevated levels of petroleum hydrocarbons, semi-volatile organic compounds, and chlorinated pesticides. 
Additional soil sampling is currently being conducted to verify the extent of contamination; remediation is 
preliminarily anticipated to require the removal of soil from the project site. 

Aside from remediation and demolition, ground disturbance would result from site grading and installation of on- 
and off-site infrastructure improvements. Construction vehicles would access the site from Arch Road and Austin 
Road, and the staging area would be located south of Arch Road in the vicinity of the project site. 

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

The EIR will evaluate the probable direct and cumulative environmental impacts associated with construction and 
implementation of the California Health Care Facility Stockton project as described below. Mitigation measures 
will be recommended where appropriate to reduce potentially significant and significant impacts. The following 
issues are proposed for analysis in the EIR: 

Visual Resources 

Although the majority of on-site structures would be single-story, the project does include guard towers, which 
could obstruct views of any visual resources identified in the area. In addition, project site lighting could cause 
lighting and glare impacts. The EIR will provide an assessment of project impacts to visual resources, as well as 
lighting and glare impacts. 

Agriculture Resources 

The site was classified Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide Importance prior to conversion to prison land 
uses in 1987. The western portion of the site has been disturbed and the eastern portion is disked but not currently 
used for agricultural purposes. Although the site is not and has not for some time been in agricultural use, the 
project’s direct and indirect impacts on agricultural resources will be analyzed in the EIR. 

Air Quality 

The EIR will describe regional and local air quality in the vicinity of the project site and evaluate impacts to air 
quality associated with remediation, demolition, project construction, and project operation. The project’s 
estimated air emissions will be compared to emissions thresholds of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District. The EIR will also include a discussion of greenhouse gas emissions and the project’s contribution to 
potential cumulative impacts on global climate. 

Biological Resources 

The proposed project involves demolition of existing structures, which could affect special-status bat species that 
may utilize the vacant structures for roosting. During the demolition process, removal of trees that could be used 
as nesting habitat by special-status bird species could also result in potential impacts. In addition, the new 
facilities would be developed on previously disturbed areas of the existing youth correctional facility and disked 
vacant land (not in agricultural production), and the facility would be surrounded by an e-fence. Sensitive 
biological resources may be found in previously disturbed areas and animal mortalities can occur as a result of the 
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e-fence. A regional drainage flow bisects the site and would need to be realigned, and impacts related to 
jurisdictional waters would be analyzed. Impacts to any special status species associated with realignment of the 
regional drainage flow would also be analyzed. Therefore, the proposed project’s potential to affect such 
resources will be analyzed in the EIR. 

Cultural Resources  

None of the buildings are over 50 years old and would not likely be considered historic resources. Although much 
of the proposed project would be constructed on previously disturbed areas of the existing youth correctional 
facility, which was completely graded and disturbed during construction of the facilities, a large portion of the 
project site consists of disked vacant land. This portion of the site could contain known and/or unknown cultural 
resources. The project’s potential to affect cultural resources will be analyzed in the EIR.  

Geology, Soils, Mineral Resources, and Paleontological Resources 

Construction of the health care facilities on the project site could result in impacts related to geotechnical hazards, 
including seismicity of the area, potential for liquefaction and subsidence, erodibility of the site’s soils, soil 
stability characteristics, and shrink/swell potential of site soils, as applicable. In addition, it is currently unknown 
whether potential mineral resources may exist at the project site, and whether development of the proposed 
project could restrict access to any such resources. Furthermore, it is currently unknown whether the project site 
soils have the potential to contain paleontological resources. If such resources exist on the site, construction 
activities associated with remediation, demolition, and grading could result in potentially significant impacts. The 
EIR for the proposed project will evaluate potential impacts related to geology, soils, mineral resources, and 
paleontological resources. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Some areas of the former youth correctional facility contain soils with elevated levels of petroleum hydrocarbons, 
semi-volatile organic compounds, and chlorinated pesticides. Remediation of the affected soils is required. 
Demolition of the former youth correctional facilities could involve exposure of workers to asbestos containing 
materials (ACMs), lead based paint (LBP), as well as mercury and PCBs from fluorescent lighting fixtures. 
Furthermore, operation of the proposed health care facility would involve disposal of medical waste. The EIR will 
evaluate the potential for the proposed project to result in impacts associated with hazards and hazardous 
materials.  

Hydrology and Water Quality 

The EIR will describe the project’s effect on the hydrology and water quality characteristics of the project area 
including alteration of drainage patterns, erosion, storm water discharges, and flooding. A regional drainage flow 
bisects the site and would need to be realigned. 

Land Use and Planning 

The EIR will describe the proposed project’s potential effects on existing land uses. The CPR is directed to 
consider relevant federal or state land use policies. However, the CPR is exempt from plans, policies, and 
regulations adopted by non-state or federal agencies. Nevertheless, CPR will provide a discussion of relevant 
local plans and policies because conflicts could potentially result in environmental impacts.  

Noise 

The EIR will describe the project’s construction and operational noise levels and will compare these levels to 
applicable noise thresholds to determine whether the project would result in a significant noise impact. The EIR 
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will also consider noise generated by existing surrounding land uses, such as the Stockton Metropolitan Airport, 
and will evaluate the potential effects on the proposed health care facility. 

Population and Housing 

The EIR will evaluate the project’s effect on population and housing in the local area based on projections of 
project employment and distribution of the employees by place of residence.  

Public Services 

The EIR will evaluate the project’s potential to create an adverse impact to schools, and will also evaluate effects 
on local police and fire services. 

Recreation 

The proposed project could potentially contribute to regional population growth due to the jobs created by the 
proposed health care facilities, which could indirectly result in the increase in use of parks and other recreational 
facilities. This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 

Transportation/Traffic 

The EIR will evaluate the project’s impact on regional and local transportation facilities based on a transportation 
analysis that will assess both construction-related impacts (heavy truck trips and construction worker trips), as 
well as operational impacts (employee trips, patient transport, access, and parking). A traffic study will be 
prepared for the project in consultation with the City of Stockton, San Joaquin County, and Caltrans.  

Utilities 

The EIR will analyze the current capacity of the drainage, water, wastewater, natural gas, and electrical systems 
and the project’s impact on these systems. An analysis of local water supply conditions will be provided. The EIR 
will describe the existing dry utilities (gas, electric, phone, etc.) and water, wastewater, and drainage facilities 
within the project vicinity, and provide an impact analysis of on-site and off-site utility line construction. The EIR 
will also describe the existing solid waste facilities that serve the site. 

Growth Inducement 

The EIR will evaluate the project's potential for growth inducement resulting from expansion or extension of 
infrastructure improvements, as well as new demand for housing, and goods and services. The effect of primary 
and secondary increases in employment and economic activity will be discussed.  

Cumulative Impacts 

The EIR will discuss the incremental contribution of the project to cumulative effects of other past, current, and 
planned and reasonably foreseeable projects in the vicinity.  

ALTERNATIVES EVALUATED IN THE EIR 

In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, the EIR will describe a reasonable range of 
alternatives to the proposed project that are capable of meeting most of the project’s objectives, but would avoid 
or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the project. The EIR will also identify any alternatives that 
were considered but rejected by the lead agency as infeasible and briefly explain the reasons why. The EIR will 
also provide an analysis of the No Project Alternative.  
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OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

Interested individuals, groups, and agencies may provide CPR with written comments on topics to be addressed in 
the EIR for the project. Because of time limits mandated by state law, comments should be provided no later than 
5 p.m. on July 16, 2008. Comments may also be provided at the public scoping meeting starting at 6:00 p.m. on 
June 30, 2008 at the following address: 

San Joaquin Council of Governments Board Room 
555 E. Weber Avenue 
Stockton, CA 95202-2804 

Agencies that will need to use the EIR when considering permits or other approvals for the proposed project 
should provide CPR with the name of a staff contact person. Please send all comments to: 

Laura Sainz  
CEQA Project Manager 
URS/Bovis Lend Lease Joint Venture 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA  95834  
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lO-SJ-99-PM-14.5 
SCH#2008062056(NOP) 
California Health Care 
Facility Stockton 

Laura Sainz 
State of California 
URSlBovis Lend Lease Joint Venture 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

Dear Ms. SaiIl2 

The Califolnia Department ofTransportation (Department) appreciates the opportunity to have 
reviewed the Notice ofPrepal'atioil (NOP) for the proposed California Health Care Facility 
Stockton'(APNs 181-100-07, 181-100-11, 181-150-02, 181-150-11 and 181-150-12). The 
project site is located at 7650 South New Castle Road in unincotporated San Joaquin County 
The project is located on the grounds of the Northem Califomia Youth Correctional Center 
(NCYCC). The Department has the following comments: 

A Traffic Impact Study (TIS), in accordance with the Caltrans IlGuide far the Preparation of 
Traffic Impact Studies" December 2002 edition needs to be provided to analyze and address the 
traffic impacts of the proposed project. 

A scope of work.. should be prepared for Environment Impact Report's (EIR.) traffic study and 
submitted for review and conunent to Caltrans and other affected agencies~ to verify that the TIS 
proposed boundary are, analysis scenarios, and analysis methodology are adequate. 

Ifyou have any questions or would like to discuss our comments in more detail, please contact 
Kathy Selsor at (209) 948-7190 e-mail: kathyselsor@dot.ca.gov) or me at (209) 941-1921. 

S;:(~~;4 
TOM DUMAS, CHIEF 
OFFICE OF METROPOLITAN PLANNING 

"Calt'tCl'hs improves ?lloMltty across California" 
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DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL ~ 
3330 Ad Art Road ",. ~ 

Stockton, CA 95208 
(209) 943-8666 
(800) 735-2929 (TIfTDD) 
(800) 735-2922 (Voice) 

July 1,2008 

File No.: 265.10215.9921.CA Health Care 

Ms. Laura Sainz 
California Prison Health Care Receivership 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

Dear Ms. Sainz: 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the California Health Care Facility Stockton 
Draft/Environmental Impact Report (EIR). The California Health Care Facility Stockton Project 
is a proposed I ,800-bed health care facility with supporting construction and parking areas 
located on 144.2 acres near Arch Road and Austin Road in unincorporated San Joaquin County. 
(SCH #2008062056). 

The EIR does address the potential impact on regional and local transportation both in the 
construction phase and operational phase (employee trips, patient transport, access, and parking). 
The California Highway Patrol has the primary responsibility for traffic enforcement on State 
Route 99 and Mariposa Road which will be utilized to access the location, but overall impact on 
local traffic created by this project should be minimal. Should you have any questions, please 
feel free to call my staff at (209) 943-8666. 

Sincerely, 

1 ....L~A~in 
mmander 

tockton Area 

cc: Special Projects Section 
State Clearing House, Office of Planning and Research 

Safety, Service, and Security 
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m eye r 5 In a v e ribock silver & wilson 
professional law corporation Ed Grutzmacher 

Attorney at Law 
510.808.2000 

July 3,2008 

VIA U.S. MAIL 

Laura Sainz 
CEQA Project Manager for the California Prison Receivership 
L1RS/Bovis Lend Lease Joint Venture 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, California 95834 

Re: California Health Care Facility, Stockton 

Dear Ms. Sainz, 

Meyers Nave represents the City of Whittier ('Whittier") with respect to the California Prison Health 
Care Receiver's ("Receiver") program to construct 10,000 medical and mental health beds to 
service California's prisoner population. I am in receipt of your notice of preparation ("NOP") of an 
environmental impact report for the proposed California Health Care Facility project at the Northern 
California Youth Correctional Center in Stockton, CA ("projecf'). Whittier is encouraged that the 
Receiver has decided to follow the California Environmental Quality Act in evaluating proposed 
sites for the Receiver's projects and hopes that the Receiver will continue to follow this very 
important law. Whittier has no further comments on the project or the NOP at this time. Please 
ensure that Whittier continues to receive all further notices and correspondence concerning this 
project at my office, 555 12th Street, Suite 1500, Oakland, CA 94607. 

Very truly yours, 

~~
 
Ed Grutzmacher 

cc: Steve Helvey, Nancy Mendez 

7_3 letter regarding NOP on Stockton Project (2).DOC 

55512th Street. Suite 1500 I Oakland. California 94607 I teI510.808.2000 I fax 510.444.1108 I www.meyersnave.com 

LOS AI~GELES • OAKLAND • SACRAMENTO • SAN FRANCISCO • SAI~TA ROSA 
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STATE OF CAUFORNJA	 Arnold Scbwarzenegger Governor 

NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION 
915 CAPITOL MALL, ROOM 364 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
(916) 653-4882 
Fax (916) 657-5390 

June 18, 2008 

Laura Sainz 
Ca Prison Health Care Receivership 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

RE: SCH# 2008062056 - Ca Health Care Facility Stockton, San Joaquin County 

Dear Ms. Sainz: 

The Native American Heritage Commission has reviewed the above mentioned NOP. To adequately 
assess and mitigate project-related impacts on archaeological resources, the Commission recommends the 
followlnq actions be required: 

1.	 Contact the appropriate Information Center for a record search. The record search will determine: 
•	 If a part or all of the area of project effect (APE) has been previously surveyed for cultural 

resources. 
If any known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent to the APE. 
If the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE. 

•	 If a survey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present. 
2.	 If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the 'final stage is the preparation of a professional report 

detailing the 'findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey. 
•	 The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measurers should be 

submitted immediately to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native 
American human remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential 
addendum, and not be made available for pubic disclosure. 
The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the 
appropriate regional archaeological Information Center. 

3.	 Contact the Native American Heritage Commission for: 
•	 A Sacred Lands File Check. Requests must be made in writing with the County, Quad map name, 

township, range and section. 
•	 A list of appropriate Native American Contacts for consultation concerning the project site and to 

assist in the mitigation measures. 
4.	 Lack of surface evidence of archeological resources does not preclude their subsurface existence. 

Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the identification and evaluation 
of accidentally discovered archeological resources, per California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
§15064.5 (f). In areas of identified archaeological sensitivity, a certified archaeologist and a 
culturally affiliated Native American, with knowledge in cultural resources, should monitor all 
ground-disturbing activities. 

•	 Lead agencies should include in their mitigation plan provisions for the disposition of recovered 
artifacts, in consultation with culturally affiliated Native Americans. 
Lead agencies should include provisions for discovery of Native American human remains in their 
mitigation plan. Health and Safety Code §7050.5, CEQA §15064.5 (e), and Public Resources Code 
§5097.98 mandates the process to be followed in the event of an accidental discovery of any human 
remains in a location other than a dedicated cemetery. 

If you have any questions, pleasecontact me at (916) 653-4038. 

Si~'rely, __ ,/ / 

-~L~'_.. ~ -S=-..~:.-ClA-1\-1'.......-......u 
Deb ie Pilas-Treadway 
Envir nmental Specialist III 

CC: State Clearinghouse 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

GoVERNOR'S OFFICE o/PLANNING AND RESEARCH 
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE AND PlANNING UNIT 

ARNOLDSCfnNARZENEGGER CYNTHIABRYANT 

GoVERNOR DIRECIUR 

Notice of Preparation 

June 16,2008 

To:	 Reviewing Agencies 

Re:	 California Health Care Facility Stockton 
SCH# 2008062056 

Attached for your review and comment is the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the California Health Care Facility 
Stockton draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR). 

Responsible agencies must transmit their comments on the scope and content of the NOP, focusing on specific 
information related to their own statutory responsibility, within 30 days of receipt of the NOP from the Lead Agency. 
This is a courtesy notice provided by the State Clearinghouse with a reminder for you to comment in a timely 
manner. We encourage other agencies to also respond to this notice and express their concerns early in the 
environmental review process. 

Please direct your comments to: 

Laura Sainz 
California Prison Health Care Receivership 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

with a copy to the State Clearinghouse in the Office of Planning and Research. Please refer to the SCH number 
noted above in all correspondence concerning this project. 

If you have any questions about the environmental document review process, please call the State Clearinghouse at 
(916) 445-0613. 

Sincerely, 

~~~~
 ;.c.. 
Scott Morgan 
Project Analyst, State Clearinghouse 

Attachments 
cc: Lead Agency 

1400 10th Street P.O. Box 3044 Sacramento) California 95812-3044 
(916) 445-0613 FAX (916) 323-3018 www.opr.ca.gov 
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Type NOP Notice of Preparation 

Description The proposed 1,800-bed health care facility would consist of housing clusters, diagnostic and 

treatment centers, an armory, warehouse facilities, a central plant, outdoor recreation fields, a 

gatehouse, and parking areas. A lethal electrified fence would surround the secured area, a sally port 

would be incorporated into the fencing, and guard towers, at a minimum, would be located at each 

comer and at the vehicle sally port. The project also includes exterior lighting. Parking would be 

provided for staff personnel and visitors. On- and off-site infrastructure improvements would also be 

required. The proposed health care facility would employ as many as 1,890 staff and approximately 75 

to 100 visitors are anticipated per day. 

Lead Agency Contact 
Name Laura Sainz 

Agency California Prison Health Care Receivership 
Phone (916) 779-6409 Fax 
email 

Address 2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
City Sacramento State CA Zip 95834 

Project Location
 
County San Joaquin
 

City Stockton
 
Region
 

Cross Streets Arch Road and Austin Road 
Lat/Long sr 54' N /121° 11' W 
Parcel No. 181-100-07,11; 181-150-02, 11, 12 

Township 1N Range 7E Section 27, 34 Base MDB&M 

Proximity to: 
Highways SR 99 

Airports Stockton Municipal 
Railways BNSF 
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Schools O.H. Close School 

Land Use The consists of a former youth correctional facility and vacant area. 

Zoning: Public-Facilities 

General Plan: Public 
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Reviewing 
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Substances Control; Department of Corrections 

Note: Blanks in data fields result from insufficient information provided by lead agency. 
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August 11, 2008 

REVISED NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
FOR AN 

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
 

PROJECT TITLE: California Health Care Facility, Stockton 

PROJECT LOCATION:  Northern California Youth Correctional Center, 7650 South Newcastle Road, 
Stockton, CA  95215. 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION: This Revised Notice of Preparation (NOP) is reissued due to 
changes in the scope and nature of the proposed project, including the number of staff 
proposed to be employed at the project site. Changes to the June 16, 2008 NOP are shown in 
bold-underline. Another scoping meeting will not be held. However, this NOP will be sent to all 
previous recipients as well as to all who attended the June 30, 2008 scoping meeting. 

As the lead agency, the California Prison Health Care Receivership (CPR) would like to know the views 
of your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information which is germane to your 
agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. The environmental issues to 
be addressed in the Draft EIR will include, but not necessarily be limited to: 

► Visual Resources 
► Agriculture Resources 
► Air Quality 
► Biological Resources 
► Cultural Resources 
► Geology, Soils, Mineral Resources, and Paleontological Resources 
► Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
► Hydrology and Water Quality 
► Land Use and Planning 
► Noise 
► Population and Housing 
► Public Services 
► Recreation 
► Transportation/Traffic 
► Utilities 

It is anticipated that trustee and responsible agencies will rely on the EIR when considering issuing their 
applicable permit(s) or other approvals for the proposed project. 
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COMMENT PERIOD: Comments must be received no later than 30 days after the date of this notice. 
Thus, comments must be received by September 11, 2008. Please include the name for a contact 
person in your agency and send your comments to: 

Laura Sainz 
CEQA Project Manager for the California Prison Receivership 
URS/Bovis Lend Lease Joint Venture  
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA  95834 
 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The full project description, location, and identification of potential 
environmental effects are contained in the attached materials. 

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et 
seq.), the California Prison Health Care Receivership (CPR) will be preparing an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) to evaluate the environmental effects associated with development of a new medical care 
facility with up to 1,800 beds on a 144.2-acre site. The project site includes most of the former Karl 
Holton Youth Correctional Facility (closed in 2003), which is part of the Northern California Youth 
Correctional Center (NCYCC) located at 7650 South Newcastle Road in unincorporated central San 
Joaquin County. 

In order to fulfill a 2005 mandate from the Federal Court, CPR has been tasked with the statewide 
construction of up to seven new correctional health care facilities, which CPR estimates will provide 
approximately 10,000 medical and mental health patient beds. The proposed project represents one of 
the seven facilities to be constructed over the next three years. 

Since the release of the original NOP (dated June 16, 2008), CPR’s program at the Stockton 
NCYCC site has been further refined.  Particular attention has been given to the staffing needs 
of this facility.   The refinements do not change the total number of beds proposed (1,800) at the 
project site, but do require a substantial increase in the proposed number of staff that would 
work at the site.  Compared to 1,890 staff as indicated in the original NOP, the proposed project 
will now involve 3,030 staff.   The staffing increase is due to the fine tuning of the medical and 
mental health programs, as well as a review of the staffing needs for a facility that includes both 
men and women.  The bed count of 1,800 will continue to include half mental health and half 
medical patients.  The CPR has determined that these additions have changed the overall 
project enough to warrant the issuance of a revised NOP.  Changes to the project description 
are shown in underlined bold text below. 

The facility would consist of housing clusters, diagnostic and treatment centers, an armory, warehouse 
facilities, a central plant, outdoor recreation fields, a gatehouse, a regional kitchen facility and parking. 
A lethal electrified fence would surround the secured area, a sally port would be incorporated into the 
fencing, and guard towers, at a minimum, would be located at each corner and at the vehicle sally port. 
The project also includes exterior lighting. Parking would be provided for staff personnel and visitors. 
On- and off-site infrastructure improvements would be installed. The proposed medical care facility 
would employ up to 3,030 staff and approximately 75 to 100 visitors are anticipated per day.  

If you require additional information related to this notice, please contact Laura Sainz, CEQA Project 
Manager at (916) 779-6409. 
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PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION 

 
 
 
GENERAL INFORMATION  

 
Project Title: California Health Care Facility Stockton 

Lead Agency: California Prison Health Care Receivership (CPR) (under the Federal Receivership for 
the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) medical care 
system) 

CEQA Project Manager 
Laura Sainz  
URS/Bovis Lend Lease Joint Venture 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA  95834 
Phone: (916) 779-6409 
Email: laura.sainz@ursblljv.com 

Project Location: The 144.2-acre project site (APNs 181-100-07, 181-100-11, 181-150-02, 181-150-11 and 
181-150-12) is located at 7650 South New Castle Road in unincorporated San Joaquin 
County. The project site is located on the grounds of the Northern California Youth 
Correctional Center (NCYCC). 

CEQA Requirement: This Revised Notice of Preparation (NOP) is reissued due to reevaluation of staffing 
and subsequent changes in the number of staff proposed for the project (changes to 
the June 16, 2008 NOP are shown in bold-underline). The NOP is intended to satisfy 
the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act, (CEQA), (Public 
Resources code, Division 13, Section 21000-21177), and the State CEQA Guidelines 
(California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15000-15387). 

Potential Approvals Required: 

The following agencies may have jurisdiction over elements of the proposed project: 

► U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

► U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

► Federal Aviation Administration 

► California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

► California Department of Transportation 

► California Division of the State Architect  

► California Department of Toxic Substances Control 
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► California Department of Fish and Game 

► California Department of Public Health 

► State Water Resources Control Board 

► Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board 

► Central Valley Flood Protection Board 

► San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District  

► San Joaquin County 

► San Joaquin County Council of Governments 

► City of Stockton 

PROJECT NEED 

In April 2001, a class action lawsuit, Plata v. Schwarzenegger, was filed by prison inmates against the State of 
California contending that the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) was in violation 
of the Eighth (prohibits cruel and unusual punishment) and Fourteenth (right to due process and equal protection) 
Amendments to the United States Constitution by providing inadequate medical care to prison inmates. In the 
Plata case, the federal courts found that the current state of prison infrastructure does not support a 
constitutionally adequate level of health care. Similar findings have been issued in several other cases since 2001, 
including the Coleman case relative to mental health care, the Perez case relative to dental care, and the 
Armstrong case relative to CDCR’s disabled inmates. In response to the Plata case, in 2005 a U.S. District court 
placed the California prison health care system in receivership. In justifying this decision, U.S. District Court 
Judge Thelton Henderson pointed to the uncontested fact that, on average, one California inmate dies every six to 
seven days because of constitutional deficiencies in the State prison health care system. California’s prison 
medical delivery system is now administered by the California Prison Receiver (CPR or the Receiver). The CPR 
is charged with creating a system where prison custody and health care staff together can guarantee that inmates’ 
access to health care and services in California prisons meets constitutional standards.  

In order to fulfill the court’s mandate, new correctional health care facilities must be constructed statewide. The 
CPR has identified the need to construct new health care facilities that, in total, will provide approximately 5,000 
medical and 5,000 mental health patient beds. Therefore, at this time, the CPR is planning to build up to seven 
CPR health care facilities. The facilities will be built throughout the state, with consideration given to proximity 
to patient demand. Furthermore, locations must be near larger urban areas to help guarantee access to a qualified 
pool of skilled professionals, such as nurses, doctors, teachers and administrative staff. Therefore, a site within the 
existing Northern California Youth Correctional Center (NCYCC) near Stockton has been identified as a potential 
location for an approximately 1,800-bed health care facility. 

In accordance with CEQA, the CPR will serve as the lead agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR) to evaluate the environmental effects associated with the construction and operation of a new health 
care facility at the project site. The proposed health care facility will include building space for administrative and 
clinical functions and housing for the patients. The EIR will identify the significant adverse environmental 
impacts of the project and require the adoption of all feasible mitigation measures or alternatives to avoid or 
substantially reduce the project’s significant impacts to the extent feasible. In accordance with Section 15082 of 
the CEQA Guidelines, CPR has prepared this Notice of Preparation to provide responsible and trustee agencies 
and other interested parties with information describing the project and the issue areas that will be evaluated in the 
EIR. 
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PROJECT LOCATION AND SETTING 

The 144.2-acre project site is within the NCYCC located at 7650 South Newcastle Road in unincorporated central 
San Joaquin County. The Stockton city limit is located approximately 1/3-mile north of the site (Exhibit 2). South 
Newcastle Road currently provides direct access to the NCYCC facilities, and SR 99, located approximately 1.5 
miles west of the site, provides regional access.  

The NCYCC is developed with a total of four youth correctional facilities: N.A. Chaderjian, O.H. Close, Dewitt 
Nelson, and Karl Holton youth correctional facilities (Exhibit 3). The N.A. Chaderjian facility was designed for 
600-ward capacity, with the remaining three facilities each designed for 400-ward capacity for a total capacity of 
1,800 wards at NCYCC. Of these, Karl Holton facility was closed in 2003.The Dewitt Nelson facility currently 
has no wards, but is temporarily being used to prepare and train existing youth correctional staff for 
transition into adult corrections at other sites.  The facility is expected to close by the end of August 2008. 
The two youth correctional facilities that are currently operational together house approximately 450 wards. In 
addition, there is an existing state-owned correctional training center, the Richard A. McGee Correctional 
Training Center Annex (CTCA), formerly the Northern California Women’s Facility (NCWF) located on Arch 
Road adjacent to NCYCC. As a separate project, CDCR plans to convert the CTCA facility into an adult male re-
entry facility. The purpose of the Northern California Re-Entry Facility (NCRF) is to provide counseling, 
services, job training, and housing placement services for a maximum of 500 inmates who are a year or less from 
their release date. The approved Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for NCRF is available 
online at the following website: http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Reports_Research/Environmental/index.html. 

The final IS/MND is also available by contacting:  

Nancy MacKenzie, Senior Environmental Planner 
Environmental Planning Unit 
Facility Planning, Construction and Management Division 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
9838 Old Placerville Road, Suite B 
Sacramento, CA 94283-0001 
Phone (916) 255-2159  
Fax (916) 255-3030  

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED FACILITIES 

Since the release of the original NOP (dated June 16, 2008), CPR’s program at the Stockton NCYCC site 
has been further refined.  Particular attention has been given to the staffing needs of this facility.   The 
refinements do not change the total number of beds proposed (1,800) at the project site, but do require a 
substantial increase in the proposed number of staff that would work at the site.  Compared to 1,890 staff 
as indicated in the original NOP, the proposed project will now involve 3,030 staff.   The staffing increase is 
due to the fine tuning of the medical and mental health programs, as well as a review of the staffing needs 
for a facility that includes both men and women.  The bed count of 1,800 will continue to include half 
mental health and half medical patients.  The CPR has determined that these additions have changed the 
overall project enough to warrant the issuance of a revised NOP.  Changes to the project description are 
shown in underlined bold text below. 

CPR proposes to construct a medical care facility on the project site with up to 1,800-beds. The facility would 
consist of housing clusters, diagnostic and treatment centers, an armory, warehousing and support facilities, a central 
plant, outdoor recreation fields, a gatehouse, a regional production kitchen, staff training facilities and parking areas. 
A lethal electrified fence (e-fence) would surround the secured area, a vehicle sally port would be incorporated into 
the fencing, and guard towers, at a minimum, would be located at each corner and at the vehicle sally port. The 
project also includes exterior lighting. Parking would be provided for staff and visitors.  
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Site Vicinity and Topographic Map Exhibit 2 
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Source: EDAW 2008 

 
Site Vicinity Aerial Map Exhibit 3 
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Improvements to the existing dry utilities infrastructure (electrical, phone, gas, etc.) and roads, and water, wastewater, 
and drainage infrastructure would be constructed to meet facility demands. An electrical substation may be required on 
site. The project will require extension of on-and off-site infrastructure to the project site, including new groundwater 
wells if feasible, or water pipelines that would connect to an existing City of Stockton water line located northwest of 
the site in Arch Road. A regional drainage flow bisects the site and would need to be realigned. 

Between 25 and 30 patients are anticipated to check into and out of the facility each day, although during the 
start-up period of the facility the number of patients checking in is anticipated to be much higher.  

The proposed medical care facility would employ up to 3,030 staff working around the clock over several different 
shifts with the highest number of staff working between 6 am and 2 pm. Total daily staffing would be less than the 
total number of persons hired. The facility would operate 24 hours per day/7 days per week, and therefore staff would 
rotate among the various shifts and days of operation. Approximately 75 to 100 visitors are anticipated per day.  

DEMOLITION, REMEDIATION, AND PROJECT CONSTRUCTION 

The proposed project would replace the former Karl Holton Youth Correctional Facility on the site. The existing 
facility is closed; therefore there would be no issues related to ward and/or employee relocation. All structures 
associated with the existing youth correctional facilities would be demolished, and trees may be removed.  

Additionally, remediation activities are anticipated to remove soils on portions of the project site that show 
elevated levels of petroleum hydrocarbons, semi-volatile organic compounds, and chlorinated pesticides. 
Additional soil sampling is currently being conducted to verify the extent of contamination; remediation is 
preliminarily anticipated to require the removal of soil from the project site. 

Aside from remediation and demolition, ground disturbance would result from site grading and installation of on- 
and off-site infrastructure improvements. Construction vehicles would access the site from Arch Road and Austin 
Road, and the staging area would be located south of Arch Road in the vicinity of the project site. 

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

The EIR will evaluate the probable direct and cumulative environmental impacts associated with construction and 
implementation of the California Health Care Facility Stockton project as described below. Mitigation measures 
will be recommended where appropriate to reduce potentially significant and significant impacts. The following 
issues are proposed for analysis in the EIR: 

Visual Resources 

Although the majority of on-site structures would be single-story, the project does include guard towers, which 
could obstruct views of any visual resources identified in the area. In addition, project site lighting could cause 
lighting and glare impacts. The EIR will provide an assessment of project impacts to visual resources, as well as 
lighting and glare impacts. 

Agriculture Resources 

The site was classified Prime Farmland and Farmland of Statewide Importance prior to conversion to prison land 
uses in 1987. The western portion of the site has been disturbed and the eastern portion is disked but not currently 
used for agricultural purposes. Although the site is not and has not for some time been in agricultural use, the 
project’s direct and indirect impacts on agricultural resources will be analyzed in the EIR. 
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Air Quality 

The EIR will describe regional and local air quality in the vicinity of the project site and evaluate impacts to air 
quality associated with remediation, demolition, project construction, and project operation. The project’s 
estimated air emissions will be compared to emissions thresholds of the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control 
District. The EIR will also include a discussion of greenhouse gas emissions and the project’s contribution to 
potential cumulative impacts on global climate. 

Biological Resources 

The proposed project involves demolition of existing structures, which could affect special-status bat species that 
may utilize the vacant structures for roosting. During the demolition process, removal of trees that could be used 
as nesting habitat by special-status bird species could also result in potential impacts. In addition, the new 
facilities would be developed on previously disturbed areas of the existing youth correctional facility and disked 
vacant land (not in agricultural production), and the facility would be surrounded by an e-fence. Sensitive 
biological resources may be found in previously disturbed areas and animal mortalities can occur as a result of the 
e-fence. A regional drainage flow bisects the site and would need to be realigned, and impacts related to 
jurisdictional waters would be analyzed. Impacts to any special status species associated with realignment of the 
regional drainage flow would also be analyzed. Therefore, the proposed project’s potential to affect such 
resources will be analyzed in the EIR. 

Cultural Resources  

None of the buildings are over 50 years old and would not likely be considered historic resources. Although much 
of the proposed project would be constructed on previously disturbed areas of the existing youth correctional 
facility, which was completely graded and disturbed during construction of the facilities, a large portion of the 
project site consists of disked vacant land. This portion of the site could contain known and/or unknown cultural 
resources. The project’s potential to affect cultural resources will be analyzed in the EIR.  

Geology, Soils, Mineral Resources, and Paleontological Resources 

Construction of the health care facilities on the project site could result in impacts related to geotechnical hazards, 
including seismicity of the area, potential for liquefaction and subsidence, erodibility of the site’s soils, soil 
stability characteristics, and shrink/swell potential of site soils, as applicable. In addition, it is currently unknown 
whether potential mineral resources may exist at the project site, and whether development of the proposed 
project could restrict access to any such resources. Furthermore, it is currently unknown whether the project site 
soils have the potential to contain paleontological resources. If such resources exist on the site, construction 
activities associated with remediation, demolition, and grading could result in potentially significant impacts. The 
EIR for the proposed project will evaluate potential impacts related to geology, soils, mineral resources, and 
paleontological resources. 

Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

Some areas of the former youth correctional facility contain soils with elevated levels of petroleum hydrocarbons, 
semi-volatile organic compounds, and chlorinated pesticides. Remediation of the affected soils is required. 
Demolition of the former youth correctional facilities could involve exposure of workers to asbestos containing 
materials (ACMs), lead based paint (LBP), as well as mercury and PCBs from fluorescent lighting fixtures. 
Furthermore, operation of the proposed health care facility would involve disposal of medical waste. The EIR will 
evaluate the potential for the proposed project to result in impacts associated with hazards and hazardous 
materials.  
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Hydrology and Water Quality 

The EIR will describe the project’s effect on the hydrology and water quality characteristics of the project area 
including alteration of drainage patterns, erosion, storm water discharges, and flooding. A regional drainage flow 
bisects the site and would need to be realigned. 

Land Use and Planning 

The EIR will describe the proposed project’s potential effects on existing land uses. The CPR is directed to 
consider relevant federal or state land use policies. However, the CPR is exempt from plans, policies, and 
regulations adopted by non-state or federal agencies. Nevertheless, CPR will provide a discussion of relevant 
local plans and policies because conflicts could potentially result in environmental impacts.  

Noise 

The EIR will describe the project’s construction and operational noise levels and will compare these levels to 
applicable noise thresholds to determine whether the project would result in a significant noise impact. The EIR 
will also consider noise generated by existing surrounding land uses, such as the Stockton Metropolitan Airport, 
and will evaluate the potential effects on the proposed health care facility. 

Population and Housing 

The EIR will evaluate the project’s effect on population and housing in the local area based on projections of 
project employment and distribution of the employees by place of residence.  

Public Services 

The EIR will evaluate the project’s potential to create an adverse impact to schools, and will also evaluate effects 
on local police and fire services. 

Recreation 

The proposed project could potentially contribute to regional population growth due to the jobs created by the 
proposed health care facilities, which could indirectly result in the increase in use of parks and other recreational 
facilities. This issue will be analyzed in the EIR. 

Transportation/Traffic 

The EIR will evaluate the project’s impact on regional and local transportation facilities based on a transportation 
analysis that will assess both construction-related impacts (heavy truck trips and construction worker trips), as 
well as operational impacts (employee trips, patient transport, access, and parking). A traffic study will be 
prepared for the project in consultation with the City of Stockton, San Joaquin County, and Caltrans.  

Utilities 

The EIR will analyze the current capacity of the drainage, water, wastewater, natural gas, and electrical systems 
and the project’s impact on these systems. An analysis of local water supply conditions will be provided. The EIR 
will describe the existing dry utilities (gas, electric, phone, etc.) and water, wastewater, and drainage facilities 
within the project vicinity, and provide an impact analysis of on-site and off-site utility line construction. The EIR 
will also describe the existing solid waste facilities that serve the site. 
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Growth Inducement 

The EIR will evaluate the project's potential for growth inducement resulting from expansion or extension of 
infrastructure improvements, as well as new demand for housing, and goods and services. The effect of primary 
and secondary increases in employment and economic activity will be discussed.  

Cumulative Impacts 

The EIR will discuss the incremental contribution of the project to cumulative effects of other past, current, and 
planned and reasonably foreseeable projects in the vicinity.  

ALTERNATIVES EVALUATED IN THE EIR 

In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, the EIR will describe a reasonable range of 
alternatives to the proposed project that are capable of meeting most of the project’s objectives, but would avoid 
or substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the project. The EIR will also identify any alternatives that 
were considered but rejected by the lead agency as infeasible and briefly explain the reasons why. The EIR will 
also provide an analysis of the No Project Alternative.  

OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 

Interested individuals, groups, and agencies may provide CPR with written comments on topics to be addressed in 
the EIR for the project. Because of time limits mandated by state law, comments should be provided no later than 
5 p.m. on September 11, 2008.  

Agencies that will need to use the EIR when considering permits or other approvals for the proposed project 
should provide CPR with the name of a staff contact person. Please send all comments to: 

Laura Sainz  
CEQA Project Manager 
URS/Bovis Lend Lease Joint Venture 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA  95834  
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September 2, 2008 

CEQA Project Manager for the California Prison Receivership 
URS/Bovis Lend Lease Joint Venture 
Attn: Laura Sainz 
2400 Del Paso Road, Suite 255 
Sacramento, CA 95834 

RE: Notice of Preparation of Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Northern 
California Youth Correctional Center, 7650 Newcastle Road, Stockton 95215 

Dear Mrs. Sainz: 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the above mentioned document for this project. 
Pacific Gas and Electric has the following comments to offer: 

PG&E presently owns and operates electric and gas facilities within and adjacent to the proposed 
project area. Issues which may create conflict due to their impact on our easements and facilities 
include, but are not limited to, the permanent or temporary change in grade, the planting of 
certain types of vegetation, and the construction of structures. 

To promote the safe and reliable maintenance and operation of utility facilities, the California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) has mandated specific clearance requirements between 
utility facilities and surrounding objects or construction activities. Any proposed development 
plans should provide for unrestricted utility access and prevent easement encroachments that 
might impair the safe and reliable maintenance and operation ofPG&E's facilities. 

Ifthe relocation of existing PG&E facilities to accommodate the proposed development is 
deemed to be necessary, the relocation should be covered by the environmental review for the 
proposed development and the requesting party will be responsible for the associated costs. The 
relocation of certain PG&E facilities could require formal approval from the CPUc. If required, 
this approval process could take up to two years to complete. Please note that it is not always 
feasible to relocate our facilities, so it is essential to design the project attempting to avoid the 
existing utilities if possible. 

We would also like to note that continued development consistent with the City's General Plans 
will have a direct or cumulative impact on PG&E's electric and gas systems and may require on
site and off-site additions and improvements to the facilities which supply these services. 
Because utility facilities are operated as an integrated system, the presence of an existing electric 
and gas transmission or distribution facility does not necessarily mean the facility has capacity to 
connect new loads. 
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Expansion of distribution and transmission lines and related facilities is a necessary consequence 
of growth and development. 

PG&E ELECTRIC SERVICE REQUIREMENTS 

In order to serve the new electric demand created by the proposed California Health Care 
Facility adjacent to Northern California Youth Correctional Center, an electric substation will 
need to be constructed, as well as the transmission line extension to the new substation location. 
The following will be required as part of the overall project development: 

PG&E will tap into PG&E's existing Stockton A-Lockeford-Bellota 115 kilovolt (kV) electric 
transmission line located 2 miles north of Arch Road and Austin Road. The new 115 kV line 
will extend into the California Health Care Facility property to a new substation site located 
within the planned area of the project. The substation will be approximately 2 acres square and 
will convert the 115 kV transmission voltage to distribution voltage required by California 
Health Care Facility. 

Alternative routes have been identified along the Stockton A-Lockeford-Bellota 115 kilovolt 
transmission line within the project area: 

PG&E will tap into PG&E's existing Stockton A-Lockeford-Bellota 115 kilovolt electric 
transmission line located on E Mariposa Road between Carpenter Road and Clark Drive, at pole 
12/85. The 115 kV transmission pole line route will be adjacent to E. Mariposa Road southeast 
to Austin Road, then south along Austin Road to Arch Road and into California Health Care 
Facility property. 

PG&E will tap into PG&E's existing Stockton A-Lockeford-Bellota 115 kilovolt electric 
transmission line at pole 10/67. The 115 kV transmission pole line will be construct adjacent to 
Kaiser Road south, then turn east along E. Mariposa Road to the intersection at Austin Road. 
The transmission line will then turn south along Austin Road to Arch Road and into California 
Health Care Facility property. 

PG&E will tap into PG&E's existing Stockton A-Lockeford-Bellota 115 kilovolt electric 
transmission line at pole 11/74. The 115 kV transmission pole line will be constructed on the 
same poles as an existing 12 kV line south to the intersection of Austin Road and Arch Road and 
into California Health Card Facility propterty. 

The 115kV transmission line will require year-round, 24-hour, all-weather access for 
maintenance and operations. 

Within the electric transmission ROW, provisions will be made to allow for the installation of 
underground and overhead electric distribution lines as required. 
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The electric substation site will require year-round, 24-hour, all-weather access. Moreover, 
roadway access to the site will need to accommodate very large trucks and cranes with a large 
turning radius. 

Along all roadways throughout the entire project, IO-foot-wide public utility easements will be 
required on both sides of each road for the installation of gas and electric distribution feeders 
along with other utilities as required. 

The process of permit requirements for Utility Companies can add delays for development 
projects. Therefore we recommend the developer contact all of the utility companies to discuss 
the permit requirements of this development. 

As required by law, the environmental documents for proposed development projects should 
include adequate evaluation of direct and cumulative impacts to utility systems, the utility 
facilities needed to serve those developments and any potential environmental issues associated 
with extending utility service to the proposed project. This will assure the project's compliance 
with CEQA and reduce potential delays to the project schedule. 

In order to ensure that all PG&E issues are addressed, the Project Coordinator should be 
encouraged to coordinate with PG&E in the early stages of planning. This is especially 
important if there is any possibility that we would need to relocate our facilities or provide new 
service to the area due to the lengthy duration of these processes. 

The California Constitution vests in the CPUC exclusive power and sole authority with respect to 
the regulation of privately owned or investor owned public utilities such as PG&E. This 
exclusive power extends to all aspects of the location, design, construction, maintenance and 
operation of public utility facilities. Nevertheless, the CPUC has provisions for regulated 
utilities to work closely with local governments and give due consideration to their concerns. 
PG&E must balance our commitment to provide due consideration to local concerns with our 
obligation to provide the public with a safe, reliable, cost-effective energy supply in compliance 
with the rules and tariffs of the CPUC. 

PG&E remains committed to working with the City of Stockton to provide timely, reliable and 
cost effective Electric and Gas service to the area. PG&E would appreciate being copied on 
future correspondence as the project develops. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, s:-~ ~~ 

EvanS~'::~~ 
Land Agent 
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