
Death Log  Health Care Services 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
January 2002  6-25-1 

CHAPTER 25 

Death Log 
 

 
I. POLICY 

Health Record Services (HRS) staff shall maintain a chronological register of patient deaths 
that occur while under the custody and control of California Department of Corrections 
(CDC).  The death register shall provide prompt retrieval of health-related information 
relevant to the patient deaths and shall clearly and separately maintain medical statistical 
information according to the level of care, including inpatient, outpatient, paroles and out to 
the community.  The purpose of the death register is to facilitate, track, and to maintain a 
chronological record of all patient deaths. 

 
II. PROCEDURE 

A. HRS staff shall record each patient death in the death register as follows: 
1. Inpatient deaths shall be recorded in the inpatient section of the register and shall 

include the following information: 
a. Full name:  last, first, and middle. 
b. Date of birth. 
c. Age. 
d. CDC number. 
e. Date of death. 
f. Place death occurred, e.g. Housing Unit, Ad Seg, Civilian Hospital, etc. 
g. Length of stay on the inpatient unit, if applicable. 
h. Cause of death. 

2. The death register shall also include the following data elements: 
a. Indicate "yes" or "no" if a coroner was involved in post review. 
b. Record if autopsy performed. 
c. Record date when the autopsy reported was received. 
d. Record the date the death certificate was received. 

B. HRS staff shall enter the same information for patients who expire while in an outside 
community facility in the appropriate section of the register, e.g., inpatient, outpatient or 
emergency.  Clearly indicate that the death occurred off institutional grounds and in 
another health care setting. 
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