
We’re building the nation’s most advanced

mental health care facility with our patients

and your safety in mind.  We call it the California

Health Care Facility (CHCF), and we’re hiring 

psychiatrists today.  Our psychiatrists earn 

close to $300,000 a year (including benefits) — 

and have none of the headaches of a private 

practice.  More importantly, because they 

maintain a manageable case load and share 

minimal call (from home), they can enjoy their 

time off with friends and family.  To learn more 

about our careers at CHCF, call Chief Psychiatrist 

John Lindgren at 209-351-7225, or email him 

today at John.Lindgren@cdcr.ca.gov.
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Chief Psychiatrist John Lindgren Talks About

The Nation’s Newest Mental  
Health Care Facility

Who wouldn’t want to work 

in the most modern mental 

health care facility in the nation?  

More importantly, this 400 acre 

campus was designed by some 

of the best facility planners in 

the nation with your security in 

mind.”

– Dr. John Lindgern
   Chief Psychiatrist

Dr. John Lindgren is the Chief Psychiatrist 

for the California Department of 

Corrections and Rehabilitation at the 

California Health Care Facility.

“

To learn more about working at the California Health Care Facility,  
you can call John Lindgren at 209-351-7225, or email him today at John.Lindgren@cdcr.ca.gov.

Describe your program at the new 
California Health Care Facility?

The California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation will employ about 20 
psychiatrists and 50 other mental health 
staff at CHCF to operate the 98-patient 
Crisis Bed Unit.  The mental health team 
will work to stabilize patients in 10 or 
20 days and then return them to their 
originating facility.  If patients need 
continued intensive psychiatric care, they 
will be transferred to acute psychiatric 
programs managed by the Department 
of State Hospitals at CHCF.  In addition to 
running the Crisis Bed Unit, a small portion 
of the mental health staff will provide 
psychiatric support to those patients that 
occupy the CHCF medical units.  Medical 
patients with minor psychiatric needs 
will be cared for in an outpatient service 
model. 
 
Why did the state build this facility?

We wanted to centralize psychiatric, 
medical and dental services in a modern 
facility in order to best serve those 
inmate-patients with the highest needs.  
We expect that number to be just over 
1,700 inmate-patients.  By moving these 
patients to one facility with expert 
specialists, we are able to provide more 
speedy health care to our incarcerated 
population — without the need to 
transport patients to costly outside 
facilities.  

Describe the work?

Evaluations will vary from routine 
medication evaluations to those 
associated with the Admission or 
Discharge process at the Crisis Bed 
Unit.  Our psychiatrists will focus on 
psychopharmacologic treatment and 
provide treatment team leadership.  
They will work with a full complement of 
psychologists, social workers, recreational 
therapists, and nurses to assist with 
patient care.  CHCF will employ round-
the-clock medical services throughout 
the facility, removing any need for our 
psychiatrists to perform physical exams or 
manage any medical problems (urgent or 
routine).  
 
Give a psychiatrist one good reason to 
want to work at CHCF?

I’ll give you several.  Who wouldn’t want 
to work at the most modern mental 
health care facility in the nation?  More 
importantly, this 400 acre campus was 
designed by some of the best facility 
planners in the nation with your security 
in mind.  And we offer generous paid 
time off so you can enjoy quality time 
with your friends and family.  And finally, 
our  retirement program pays you a 
monthly pay check — like an annuity — 
after working as little as five years.  Why 
do we do this?  Because we want our 
psychiatrists to thrive emotionally and 
financially for many years to come.


